


FEDERAL HOLIDAYS
2011

	 Friday, December 31, 2010	 New Year’s Day*

	 Monday, January 17	 Martin Luther King Day

	 Monday, February 21	 Washington’s Birthday**

	 Monday, May 30	 Memorial Day

	 Monday, July 4	 Independence Day

	 Monday, September 5	 Labor Day

	 Monday, October 10	 Columbus Day

	 Friday, November 11	 Veterans Day

	 Thursday, November 24	 Thanksgiving Day

	 Monday, December 26	 Christmas Day***

2012
	 Monday, January 2	 New Year’s Day‡ 

	 Monday, January 16	 Martin Luther King Day

* January 1, 2011 (the legal public holiday for New Year’s Day), falls on a Saturday. For most 
Federal employees, Friday, December 31, 2010, will be treated as a holiday for pay and leave 
purposes. (See 5 U.S.C. 6103(b).)

** This holiday is designated as “Washington’s Birthday” in section 6103(a) of title 5 of the 
United States Code, which is the law that specifies holidays for Federal employees. Though 
other institutions such as state and local governments and private businesses may use other 
names, it is our policy to always refer to holidays by the names designated in the law.

*** December 25, 2011 (the legal public holiday for Christmas Day), falls on a Sunday. For 
most Federal employees, Monday, December 26, will be treated as a holiday for pay and leave 
purposes. (See section 3(a) of Executive order 11582, February 11, 1971.)

‡ January 1, 2012 (the legal public holiday for New Year’s Day), falls on a Sunday. For most 
Federal employees, Monday, January 2, will be treated as a holiday for pay and leave pur-
poses. (See section 3(a) of Executive order 11582, February 11, 1971.)
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Photo by Master Sgt. Jack Braden

An F-16 FIGHTING FALCON from the 
162nd Fighter Wing at Tucson International Airport 
Air National Guard Base, Ariz.  The 162nd FW has 
more than 40 years’ history of fighter training and 
more than 20 years training international students.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

JANUARY 2011
Photo by Master Sgt. Kevin J. Gruenwald

A six-ship formation of F-15C EAGLES and 
F-15E STRIKE EAGLES fly over the 
Sawtooth Mountains in Idaho. The aircraft are 
assigned to the 366th Fighter Wing at Mountain 
Home Air Force Base, Idaho.

FEBRUARY
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FEBRUARY 2011

WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY

Photo by Maj. Jeff Bright

An RQ-1 PREDATOR prepares for takeoff 
at Aeropuerto Rafael Hernandez outside Aguadilla, 
Puerto Rico. The remotely piloted aircraft operated 
out of Puerto Rico in support of Operation Unified 
Response in Haiti.

MARCH
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MARCH 2011
Photo by Staff Sgt. Brian Ferguson

An F-22 RAPTOR from the 3rd WIng at 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska, drops back after 
receiving fuel from a KC-135 Stratotanker over 
Alaska.

APRIL
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APRIL 2011
Photo by Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence

Airmen from the 66th Expeditionary Rescue 
Squadron deployed to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, 
load their HH-60 PAVE HAWK with gear. This 
ensures the team can respond to a rescue mission 
on a moment’s notice and have everything needed to 
treat a patient.

MAY
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MAY 2011

MEMORIAL DAY

Photo by Senior Airman Kenny Holston

Lighting strikes behind A-10 THUNDERBOLT 
IIs on the Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., flightline 
during an early morning thunderstorm. The 442nd 
Fighter Wing maintains a fleet of 27 A-10s.
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JUNE 2011 Courtesy photo by Greg L. Davis

An RQ-4 GLOBAL HAWK soars through 
the sky to record intelligence, surveillence and 
reconnaissance data. 

JULY
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JULY 2011

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Photo by Lance Cheung

A C-17 GLOBEMASTER III takes off from 
its home station, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

AUGUST
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AUGUST 2011
Courtesy photo by David Drais

AF-1 (rear) and AF-2, F-35A LIGHTNING II 
joint strike fighters complete a test flight. Air Force 
test pilot Lt. Col. Hank Griffiths and Lockheed Martin 
chief test pilot Jon Beesley flew the jets nonstop in 
the first multi-ship, long-range F-35 flight.

SEPTEMBER
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SEPTEMBER 2011

LABOR DAY

AIR FORCE BIRTHDAY

Photo by Master Sgt. Jack Braden

A B-52 STRATOFORTRESS from the 2nd 
Bomb Wing at Barksdale AFB, La. flies a training 
mission.  The B-52 can perform strategic attack, 
close-air support, air interdiction, offensive counter-
air and maritime operations. 

OCTOBER
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OCTOBER 2011

COLUMBUS DAY

Photo by Senior Airman Julianne Showalter

A CV-22 OSPREY from the 1st Special 
Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field, Fla., flies over 
Florida’s Emerald Coast.

NOVEMBER
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NOVEMBER 2011

VETERANS DAY

THANKSGIVING DAY

Photo by Airman 1st Class David Gurley

An Air Force MC-12 LIBERTY arrives in 
Afghanistan, bringing another capability to Operation 
Enduring Freedom. The MC-12 is a manned special-
mission turboprop aircraft designed for intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance to support coalition 
and joint ground forces.

DECEMBER
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DECEMBER 2011

CHRISTMAS DAY (OBSERVED)

Photo by Master Sgt. Kevin J. Gruenwald

A B-1B LANCER assigned to the 7th Wing at 
Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, maneuvers over New 
Mexico during a training mission.

JANUARY 2012
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JANUARY 2012

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

NEW YEAR’S DAY (OBSERVED)

FEBRUARY 2012

Courtesy photo

A ski-equipped LC-130 HERCULES from the New 
York Air National Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing takes 
off from Antarctica during an Operation Deep Freeze 
mission. 
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